Greek Tragedy
New ornaments for the altars.
You are giving me riddles.   Speak clearly.
They do. They explain that they will insult and defile the Gods by hanging themselves at their very altars.
It is a tiling that scourges my heart. Now are your eyes open.
So, we may say, are ours. We remember the King's pathetic attempt to bring the matter before the bar of reason ; perhaps the marriage is no bad thing ; perhaps by Egyptian laws . . . He litde knew what manner of people he was dealing with*
Before this awful threat the Kong can hesitate no longer. He is under no delusions. The price is the blood of his subjects staining the ground, a price so high that he dare not pay it without the full consent of those whose lives will be at stake. The people must decide.
It is surely false criticism to see here a naive intrusion of contemporary democracy, or some vague laudation of die ways of Argos, or a desire to hold up to the audience an example of how Leader and Led should work together. In such a scene Aeschylus has purer motives than these. We are not to suppose that any and every Royal decision has to be ratified by the Argive assembly ; that is to destroy the point, and to introduce something for which our minds have at the moment no room. This decision is so serious and so unusual that the people, traditionally quick to blame (v. 485), would have every reason to disobey. Pelasgus is the Homeric King who knows how far he should go. The reference to the people is a means of emphasizing the seriousness of the dilemma.
The action has reached a pause and the stage is left empty. This is the moment for the chorus to amplify the story of ID. The narrative is a relief from the tense scene we have been through, and it impresses on us again the real claim the Suppliants have upon the protection of Argos. Moreover, as told here, the story becomes a splendid hymn to the power of Zeus, die god in whom they have put their trust. In every way it is dramatic, and its relevance is underlined when Danaus returns. He, in the shortest episode in Greek drama, tells us diat with one voice the Argives have decided to support the cause of the
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